Homily Fianna Fáil Mass 17 April 2011
We have listened to the readings from the Word of God, a religious and cultural treasure shared and kept alive from generation to generation by all Christians.  In these texts, in particular the Gospel we see Jesus hailed as king; people waving palm branches only to have him crucified the following Friday.  
Jesus remains faithful to the will of his Father, even at the price of enduring the death of a criminal.  Jesus follows this path with all the anguish and fear it entails, but he does not flinch or waver.  He shows us how God is always faithful to his people. 
Today we recognise and pray for those who were faithful to the Fianna Fáil organization.  The founding fathers, the men and women who over the last 85 years served the party with distinction. 
As we continue our journey along the way we do not know what that way will entail or how long our journey will take. 
· The challenge is not to follow the short-cuts of the disciples who found that fleeing was the quick and easy answer; 
· the challenge is not to follow the hypocrisy of Pilate who places his own position ahead of his responsibility towards an innocent man; 
· our challenge is not to get trapped in irrelevant questions of prestige and status as did some disciples at the Last Supper.  
· Our challenge is to be like Jesus, to remain faithful to our beliefs.
We gather here every year to pray, to remember, to reflect.  As we reflect on the past year we know only too well it has not been an easy one.  It has been a very difficult year not just for Fianna Fáil but for those struck by the effects of the economic crisis.  
An economic or financial crisis is not just about banks and international financial institutions; it is about people’s livelihoods, people’s jobs, people’s mortgages and people’s security.  
We remember this morning those who have suffered financially but above all those who have suffered and still suffer in the depth of their personality.  
· We remember those whose lives have become ever more precarious.  
· We remember the young people whose opportunities and dreams at the beginning of their working life have been dramatically restricted or even shattered.  
· We remember those who have been forced to emigrate.  
· We remember those who are sick or troubled or simply on in their years and for whom necessary services have become scarcer.  
· The story of the passion is very much their story – a story of suffering and for many crucifixion. 
We remember also the many, especially those here present, who work to support those in difficulty – the ordinary men and women among us who are capable of extraordinary and heroic things.  The people who roll up their sleeves, the honest and the sincere who don’t follow the giddy crowd, but who give remarkable leadership in their families, streets, workplace, clubs and county.  They are the men and women who teach their children to respect all others and to expect difference as well as to respect it.  They are the backbone of society; they are the backbone of the Fianna Fail organization and have always been honest to the message of the Gospel – to love one another, to forgive one another and to see one another as brothers and sisters.  
 The values we have inherited from those we remember today and our sense of patriotism will help us face down the economic problems which beset our country.

I believe those human values of decency, generosity and trust which make us what we are, will help us overcome the economic problems which beset us and help retrieve a prosperity that is sustainable.  
The generosity of those in the Fianna Fáil organization has far reaching effects and is impossible to quantify.  Rarely will you see the fruits of your generosity.  You may not even experience an accolade of thanks and recognition, but criticism and even ridicule by the media.   But that is not what goodness and serving the community and your country is about.  It is about doing good not for a reward, but because doing good is the right thing to do.  


Generosity, goodness and solidarity are very much needed today.  They are the opposite of greed and self-centredness.  Those who are greedy and self centred like the limelight.  Those who show solidarity and kindness are happy just to do the right thing even though they may never know exactly who the beneficiary is.  Our world is made up of givers and takers.  The takers eat better but the givers sleep better.

On days like this there is the tendency to look back over the last 85 years and to reminisce.  But we must look forward to the future.  The future is not something imposed on us: it is something we can shape in accordance to what we know is good and generous.  
Fianna Fáil, despite all its faults and failings has shown that it has extraordinary resources of honesty and caring and courage.  Qualities that are obvious in your leader and also the newly appointed Vice President.  Fianna Fáil has the resources and the compassion to ensure that our future will be one of goodness and hope.

Do not allow the gloom of the moment to dampen your belief that good people can really do something to change the world.  Today we give thanks to God for the good people who have gone ahead of us and have left us a remarkable example.  We remember them with sadness but also with pride.  May they RIP.
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